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" The wolf alfo fliall dwell with the Iamb, and the 
'* teopard fhall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and 
" the young lion and the falling together; and a little 
•* child fliall lead them. 

" And the cow and the bear fliall feed ; their young 
*^ ones fliall lie down together: and the lion fliall eat 
•* ftraw like the ox. 

^* And the fucking child fliall play on the hole of the 
afp, and the weaned child fliall put his hand on the 
•• cockatrice's den* 

They fliall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy 
mountain : for the earth fliall be full of the knowledge 
•* of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea." 

ISAIAH xi. 6, 7, 8, g* 
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HISTORY hitherto, is little,|y?tter than a 
long repetition of the weaknejQFes^ ^i^|6$, and 
miferies of mankind. Moft of its pages are 
ftained with blood. 

Were the future always to be like the paft, the 
pureft benevolence might wifli a fpeedy ternii- 
nation to a world, in which fo much mifery a* 
bounds, and where the band of man is fo often 
lifted jup to deftroy his brother ! 

A a But 
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But revelation, that beft gift of heaven, coiner 
in here to our relief, and fets before us a pleafing 
profpeft of future happinefs in this world, by 
informing us that ignorance ftiall be difpelled^ 
and (he malevolent paffions ceafc to reign ; that 
mtn Jhall beat their /words into plough JhareSy and 
their fpears into pruning hooks; and that the 
knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the earth as the 
waters cover thefca. A book which conveys thi^ 
important information, and which bears fo many 
indubitable marks of its divine original as does^ 
this, ought to be prized above thoufands of gold 
and fiver t It is indeed a light fhining in a dark 
place ! 

If we enter fully into the meaning of fnch pro* 
phecies as thefe, and compare them with the pre- 
fent ftate of the world, we Ihall be fuHy convinced 
that an almoft total change in the ftate of things 
muft take place, before the prediQions they con- 
tain will have their accomplilhment. The change 
is fo great, that, on any other view than that 
which the Scri^tilt-es afford, it appears not only 
improbable, but impoffible. But with God all 
things are pojjtblt. 

In oppofition to the accomplifhment of thefe 
prophecies, we behold every thing which the 
world has of the moft ftable ; fuch as ftrong pre- 
judices, ancient inftitutions, prieftcraft, defpotifm; 
in a word^ all the power and all tht: policy which 

the 
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the world can combine^ But, on the other £dc« 
we behold the oppnipotence of truth riling like the 
fun in its flrength, to fcatter the clouds of igno« 
ranee, fuperfiition, and prejudice ; we fee the 
fure word of prophecy informing us of its certain^ 
univerfal, and eternal triumph; and we know that 
nothing can eflFeftually refill the hand of that 
glorious Being who is excellent in eounfel ani 
eighty in 'working. Before thcfe the obftaclict 
which in any other view appear invincible, 9i, 
once vanifli, and every rugged impalTable motm^ 
tain becomes a perfed; plain. For, is thert my 
thing too hard for the Lord ? 

But though this change muft be almoft totals 
yet no lover of peace and order need be alarmed. 
It is a change entirely for the better: a change 
in the moral ftate of men, which, as far as puw 
religion influences, will be elFeded without con- 
fulion or blood. It will overturn thofe falfe 
maxims, and dellroy thofe bad palEons, whicb 
have in every age produced fo much mifery* 
Then juft principles and benevolent afFeftion* 
will have their reign j and their reign will pro- 
duce univerfal and lafting happinefs« This i» 
finely defcribcd in the figurative, but very ex- 
preffive language of the text; The wolf alfo Jhali 
dwell with the lamb ; and fo oh. Thofe bad dif- 
pofitionS) pride, ambition, anger, malice, and 
revenge, which have made men ferocious and 

cruel 
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cruel as the beads of the foreft, (hall be fubduedi 
and the knowledge of the Lord Ihall transform me A 
into his image, who was all gentlenefs and bene- 
volence, and who hath left us an example, that we 
Jhould follow his fiefs. For the Jon of man, came 
not to dejlroy men's lives, but to/ave them* 

If the univerfal knowledge of the Lord will pro- 
duce univerfal peace and happinefs, moft cer- 
tainly it well becomes the friends of mankind and 
of the religion of Jefus, to do all in their powei^ 
to promote its fpread, and to enter moft heartily 
into every plan which appears likely to extend 
its influence. This does the inftitution which 
now merits our attention and fupport* 

It may be objeded by fome who confound the 
condu6l of nominal Chriftians with Chriftianity 
itfelf^ that religion, indead of putting an end to 
flrife among mankind, has been the occafion of 
the moft bloody wars which were ever kindled; 
^nd that in proportion to men's zeal for religion^ 
fo has been their enmity and cruelty to each 
other. This is readily granted: but a real 
Chriftian ventures nothing when he affirms, that 
fuch religion was falfe. For genuine Chriftianity 
never did, nor ever will, arm the hand of man 
againft man. If we wo^ild form a juft idea of 
pure Chriftianity, we muft not view it as it ap- 
pears in the fpirit and conduct of contending 

feds; 
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feds ; but as it appears, perfed^ entire^ and want- 
ing nothing, in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Here 
it is the wifdom which is from above, pure and 
peaceable, gentle and eafy to be entreated, without 
partiality or hypocrify, full of mercy and good 
fruits. Falfe Cbriftiaas may hate each other on 
the account of their differences, and endeavour to 
intereft the Deity in their fierce and bloody quar- 
rels; and, after having defolated a fine country^ 
and committed ten thoufand murders, they may 
fing their Tz Deum: but fuch a pradice was 
never countenanced by the gofpel, nor could 
fuch a fervice be any thing but an abomination 
in the fight of him who hath faid. Thou fhalt do 
no murder. Such a condud was never authorifed 
by the benevolent Jefus, whofe religion brings 
glory to God by producing peace on earth, good^ 
will among men. 

To fpread the religion of Jefus, is the pro- 
feffedobjeft of Sunday- Schools; and they appear 
to me to fall in with its general defign of remov- 
ing ignorance, deftroying vice, and conforming 
men to the moral image .of God. 

But even thefe inftitutions have their enemies ; 
and what is aftonifiiing, among thofe who profefi 
to be Chriftians and teachers too of that religion, 
which has for its objeft the inftru£lion of the poor, 
and the turning of men from darknefs to light. 

The 
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The reafons they give are more aftonifhing fiilL 
They fear, that if the poor be generally cn- 
lightened^ their ideas will be exalted above their 
fituation in life; and that the efFeB will even^ 
tually be injurious to fociety. Curious reafon* 
ing for Chriftian teacners I But how have fuch 
men learned Qirijl f 

For fix years paft I have had the honour of 
detivering annually a difcourfe to you^ pleading 
for your affiftance who are not fubfcribers ; and 
in thefe difcourfes I have confidered this excel- 
lent charity in different points of view. I intend 
the prefent one as a juftification of its continuance 
and improvement ; and to this end I fball eflablifh 
the following propofition : 

That the general religious inJlruBion of the 
Poor^ is the furejl means of promoting univerfal 
national Happinefs. 

It will not be difputed that the poor are a nu- 
merous body, and that upon their happinefs the 
defence, wealth, and profperity of our country 
greatly depends : for they fight our battles, man 
our fliips, and contribute to our encreafing riches 
in numberiefs different ways; and, what is of 
greater importance flill, to their care our children 
are neceffarily committed during thofe years in 
which they receive imprefBbns not eafily erafed. 
If thefe ihould be bad^ the feeds of their future 

mifery 
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mifery are too often fown. On our own account 
then, as well as on that of the poor, ought every 
thing to be done for then\ which the order of 
things will permit, and which true Chriftianity 
' dilates, in order that they may bear the burthen 
of life with chearfulnefs, and, through the blefs- 
ing of God, be prepared for a ftate where no 
mortifying diftinftions fubfift. Such is the ftate 
which the gofpel of Chrift teaches all his real 
difciples to exped. 

Nothing appears fo well adapted to produce 
thefe defirable ends as general inftrudion; and 
efpecially that kind of inftrudion, which the 
facred fcriptures afford. They propofe to lead 
men tohappinefs through the knowledge of God. 
Chrift was anointed to preach the gofpel to the poort 
and when he fent Paul to the Gentiles, it was 
for this end. To open their eyes by inftruflion. 
He entered fully into the nature of his office, 
and confidered himfelf a debtor to the unwife as 
well as to the wife. If the gofpel be the mean 
which God has appointed to make men wife unto 
falvaiion through faith in Chrift Jfefus, it follows 
' clearly, that every means fliould be ufed to put 
men into a capacity not only of hearing it from 
others, but of reading and examining it for them- 
felves. What is the mind of man without in- 
firufUon ? '' ^he mind untaught is a dark wafte, 
*^ where fiends and tempefts howl *;" or, in the 

• Beanie. 
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language of Paul, men are clicnaled from the lift 
of God through the ignorance that is in thtm^ For 
ignorance is the prolific mother of every aboaii^- 
nation^ But th^ knowledge of Chrift is the pa« 
rent of every good to fociety. It leads to gene-^ 
ral happinefs, 

I. 

By preventing vice and abjeB poverty. 

Preventatives are better than remedies; and 
vice is mtich more eaffly prevented, than bad 
habits arc: deftroyed. Hence the profpeft of 
doing good among poor children, '• not backney- 
*' ed in the ways of bad men,** is far more pro- 
mifing than fhat of recalling men from the vicei 
vhich have become confirmed habits. Hence 
faith the prophet, " Can the Ethiopian change hit 

Jkin, or the leopard his [pots? then ye who are 

accujiomed to do evil, may learn to do welL'* For 
though it muft be allowed, that the gofpel of 
Chrift has been the wifdom of God to enlighten 
millions of dark minds in perfons of riper years, 
and the power of God to fave them from their 
vicious habits; yet is fucceCs in inftrufting thc: 
young, infinitely more promifing upon every 
principle of found reafon, fcrrpture and experi- 
ence : for " Train up a child in the way that he 
^' fhouldgo, and when he is old he will not depart 

/rom'tt." 
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^ The fame religious inftruftion which has a ten- 
dency to check the natural propenfity to vice, as 
naturally and as forcibly operates to fecure from 
abje£l poverty. For abjeft poverty is often the 
confequence of vicious habits, which even in 
high life render the moft princely fortunts infuf- 
iicient, and embarrafs where they do hot reduce 
to beggary. The expences of vice know no 
bounds. Vice and abje£t poverty among the 
labouring part of mankind are infeparable com* 
paniohs. But true religion not only faves fnHn 
cxpwfive vices, it alib begets habits of virtue; 
iuch.as frugality and induliry. Induftry keeps 
the man in that .ftate of proper exertion, fo con* 
ducive to health; and that temperance which 
religion inculcates, enables the frugal to fave 
what in time accumulates, and raifes them to fu- 
^ perior Rations. Hence it is that there are fo 
many opulent pierfons profeffing godlinefs, who 
have rifcn from very fmall and unpromifing be- 
ginnings; and there is hardly a connexion fo 
con traded as not to afford many ftriking proofs 
of ihe dodrine now taught. It is true, there are 
many drones who profefs religion; but their 
idlenefs is not the effeft of their religion. They 
would be idle in every other charaftcr. There 
is one direftion of true religion which I would 
wilh:every idle man to, fludy j and that i$\ ** He 
« tha,t will not work, let kirn n^t eat.** 

B a Let 
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Let us then fuppofe that the influence of real 
religion were more general, and that the divine 
bleffing fhould attend an inftitution well cal* 
culated to promote its fpread. What happ/ 
efFefb might not be expe6ied ? The community 
at large would be relieved from one of its greateft 
burthens, I mean the exceffive poor-rates; for 
the greater part who are now a burden to the 
community, would then be above the want of 
affiftance* And the beft politicians will allow it 
to be much more defireable to put men into a 
capacity to rife out of their poverty, than by 
making a certain indifcriminate provifion for 
them to keep them eafy in it. And what fo 
likely to eifefl this defireable end, as a courfe of 
inftru6iion which tends to lift otherwife negleded 
children into notice^ and trains them to habits of 
induftry ? 

• It may be obferved too, that thofe who, 
through age, blindnefs, or fome of the number^ 
lefs unforefeen evils to which men are liable, are 
plunged into the deepeft diftrefs, might then ex- 
pe6): a more efFe&ual relief, without being croud- 
ed in a work-houfe together with thofe whofe 
vices are the fole caufe of their poverty, and 
whofe depravity renders it rather a punifhment 
than a relief to the pious and aflCiided poor, to be 
obliged to aflbciate with them. For thefe the 
juft feelings of humanity, refined and invigorated 

• by 
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by the motives of the gofpel^ warmly and efFec- 
tually plead. How different and much more 
happy would our nation be^ were the influence of 
religion to reach no farther than as a preventative 
of vice and abjed; poverty^ and as a certain ef* 
fedual relief to thofe whom providence (for wife 
reafons no doubt) caufes to drink fo deep of the 
cup of human woe. To this end this charity is 
direded^ and as fuch» deferves our warmeft fup-» 
port. When the knowledge of the Lord prevails, 
this will make one fource of national happi« 
nefs. 

II. 

Chriftian knowledge has a tendency to efta* 
blifli the peace of fociety, hy~ teaching each indi^ 
vidual to Jill up that place which Providence has 
cjjigned him. It has been fuggefted that nothing 
furprifes an intelligent Chriftian more than the 
objedions of thofe who profefs a regard for 
Chriftianity, and yet are afraid that the general 
inftruflion of the poor will raife them, above 
their iituation^ and deftroy that proper (ubordi- 
nation which is neceffary to the order and happi- 
nefs of our prefent ftate. If this objedion were 
well founded, it would be happier for all ranks 
that the poor fhould remain in that ftate of igno-. 
ranee and negled to which they have fo long been 
condemned. It is difficult to affign a caufe why 
fuch an objeBion is made, which does not con- 
vey 
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vey an unfavourable idea of the obje6k>rs. Tht 
moft charitable reafon that prefcnts itfelf to my 
mtn^ IS, that, however well informed fucb per^ 
fons may be in other fciences, they ftand in great 
need of «K>re of t^bat ^kind of inftru£iion which is 
conveyed at SundayrSchools, For, were they 
acquaimed with the true nature and the genuine 
in&uence of true Chriftianity on the hearts and 
live? of thofe who receive it, they would know 
that nothing produces contentment in the loweft 
iituations fo efFe£luaily as true religion^ > 

Such an objeQion cannot arife from an experi- 
ence of the blefled effefts of ignorance among 
the labouring part of mankind^ except where 
they are dcfigncd to be the dupes of impofture* 
Ignorance indeed is the certain means to pre^ 
vent a difcovery of the fraud. But. in the reli-* 
gion of Jefus, there is no kind of fraud. JElvery 
part challenges the clofeft inveftigation ; and its 
profefled end is, not to oblige men tp take things 
upon truft, but to make all men fse/or ih^mfelvcs. 
The more it is known, the more it will be loved; 
and that obedience which flows from the hearty 
is the moft acceptable to God and man* 

Ignorance is fo far from being accounted a 
benefit to fociety, that there is nothing of which 
mailers and miftreifes more frequently complain 
than the ignorance, obftinacy and profligacy of 

their 
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their fervants. If this then be a diforder, it xt^ 
quires a remedy ; and whai remedy is To fuitable 
and fo efficacious as that kind of ipftrufilioa 
which has a direO: tendency to isake roeiir good ? 
fiefides, this is a remedy of God's own providing^ 
and it has adualiy reclaimed and purified incon^ 
ceivable numbers in every age. It is certainly 
prudent to make the experiment. And if reli- 
gious inftruftion (hould fail, men caii but remain 
juA what they are ; and tbofe who have engaged 
in To good ^ caufe^ though their fuccefs may not 
be equal to their wilhes, will dill have the iatitr 
fa6lion of having exerted themfelves for the be«> 
nefit of. mankind. Their work will be mith the 
Lord^ and their reward with their God^ 

* 

We might naturally iyppofe from the na^ 
ture of the obje6iion^ that though the general 
tendency of the gofpel was to make men good, 
yet it had no precepts dire£led to fervants^ nor 
motives calculated to give efied to any fuch prc« 
cepts. Bi)t neither is this the cafe« The go^et 
abounds with precepts, which enjoin diligen<^^ 
obedience, and contentment; and it enforce^ 
th^m by ihe mod powerful motives* Servant* 
are iK>t to a£l merely with a view to the approba^f 
tion of their mailers j but as in the fight of that 
Codj who is no refpeQer of ^erfons, and who wilt 
reward <very man according to his warL And 
•V^at ca^ be more defirable to thofe in fuperior 
Anions, than to have tbofe about them in whom 

they 
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they can confide ? They will then be tinder no 
anxiety, lead their property (hould be embezzled^ 
or their children corrupted by thofe to whom 
they are entrufted. The knowledge of the Lord 
produces this happy effeft ; and, were this gene-^ 
ral, what a fund of domefiic felicity would it 
produce I 

Nor will this contentment and fubordination 
be confined to private families ; they will extend 
themfelves to fociety at large. The knowledge of 
the Lord will teach and enforce refpeft for thofe 
laws and magiftrates which are a terror to evil 
works, and a praife to them who do well. Real 
Chriftians obey not only for wrath, hut alfo for 
confcience fake ; and they may juftly exped the 
proteQion and praife of every well-regulated go- 
vernment, whofe end is not the aggrandizement, 
emolument, and power of the few, but the defence 
and welfare of the whole. For, for this caufe they 
pay tribute, that the perfons^ confciences, pro* 
perty, and reputation of all may be fecure. A 
well-inftru8ed Chriftian peafantry will confiitute 
the fupport and happinefs of the nation ; and will 
more than repay all the pains and expence which 
the more opulent may incur, in order to improve 
the minds, and regulate the condu6i of the poor. 
For, if the knowledge of the Lord have in every 
age reclaimed many from yice, and made them 
examples of virtue in their different ftations^ for 

tht 
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the veiry fame rbafon, were this knowledge general^ 
the happy efFefis would likewife be generaU 

Belides, if there be any fot-ce ih the objeftion,^ 
that to inftruQ: the poor will faife their ideai 
above their fituation, the fame objeftion may be 
urged with equal propriety againft their mixing 
indifcriminately in our places of public worfhip; 
becaufe the profeffed end of public worfhip is 
religious inftruftion. But, let it be obferved, that 
the Gofpel is defigned for the poor as well as for the 
rich ; and, if it be defirable that they ihould reap 
the advantage of fo gracious an inftitution, there 
is every reafon to encoutage an eftablifhment^ 
which ^ill enable them to judge of the truth of 
what they hear, that they may follow their own 
conviftions, and fo glorify their Father in heaven, 
by filling up their various ftations in that way 
Ivhich he hai required. For, herein is God gloria 
Jied, that Chrijiians in every ftation bring forth 
much good ftuit. Thus general inftruftion, or 
the knowledge of the Lordy will produce peace in 
fociety. It may be affirmed next, 

III. 

That the general inftruftion of the poor is the 

mojl probable means of rendering public preaching 
more extenftvely uJefuL 

It is a general and a too juft complaint, among 
all denominations of Chriftians, that but little ad- 

C vantage. 
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valntage, compared with what might be expelled 
and wifhed, attends public preaching. Many rea- 
fons have been and might now be afligned for this 
with much juftice; but, perhaps, the greateft of 
all is in general overlooked* May we not alk, 
without exceeding the bounds of modefty, or 
conveying the leaft refleftion on any thinking 
preacher in the world. Do not moft of our public 
difcourfes fuppofe a degree of previous general 
inftruSion, and habits of reafoning, which the 
totally uninftrufted do not poffefs ? Herice to 
them preaching is in an unknown tongue. If the 
Apoftle argued on another occafion. How Jhall 
they hear without a preacher ? Is not the cafe pa- 
rallel, if the language of preaching be not under- 
flood? 

If this be a difadvantage under which the poor 
and uninftruQied now labour, it is, in the prefent 
refined and improving ftate of mankind, a difad- 
vantage which is daily increafing. For, as men 
think and refine their own ideas and language, 
they recede more from the ideas and language of 
the totally illiterate ; and thus what is an im- 
provement in the preacher, becomes an injury to 
the more uninftruEled part of thofe who hear 
him. 

If this be the faft, and if we be really defirous 

. that public inftruSion (hould be more ufeful, 

fomething muft be done; an alteration muft take 

place 
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place either in the teacher, or in the hearers of 
that defcription for which I am now pleading. 
Either the teacher, who has been endeavouring 
for years to refine his ideals and language, muft 
aflbciate and make himfelf familiar with the habits 
of thinking and fpeaking among the mod illiterate 
and neglefted ; or fome means muft be ufed to 
bring the poor out of that ftate of ignorance into 
which, by poverty and negleft, they have been 
plunged. The latter appears the more eafy and 
the more eligible plan. What means then of 
accomplifliing fo defirable an end can be more 
likely, than to bring poor children in general to 
an acquaintance with thofe fcriptures, to which all 
our public inftruftions ought to correfpond, and 
by which every thing advanced in a Chriftian 
pulpit ought to ftand or fall ? l&y encouraging 
the general inftruSion of the poor, numbers will 
attend at different places of worfhip, who would 
otherwife attend no. where ; and will be able to 
judge for themfelves. Can we devife a charity 
more lively to meet with the bleffing of Gpd, or 
which promifes greater advantages to the rifing 
generation and tq pofterity? The general in^ 
ftruftion of poor children, we may fafely con^ 
elude, is a likely means of making preaching 
more ufeful, and thus of increafing the happinef^ 
of the nation, by increafing the knowledge of the 
fA)rd. The next benefit I ihall mention^ is^ 

C % IV. When 
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IV. 

When the knowledge of the Lord fhall be 
general^ roars Jhall be no more. 

War is one of heaven's fevered ftourges, by 
which pride and ambition are feverely puniflied. 
Its horrid confequence* are too dreadful tQ 
realize. The Prophets frequently foretell a ter- 
mination to thi« fcourge of the world. To this 
the text moft clearly points. When the knowledge 
of the Lord, or, in other words, when pure Chrif- 
tianity Ihall cover thp earthy then the peaceable 
effefts defcribed ihall take place. Pride, ambif 
tion, and revenge, thofe ferocious and truly in- 
fernal difpoiGtions, ihall reign no more. There 
fiiall not only be 9 ceifation of hoftilities, but 
there Ihall be the utmoft harmony throughout the 
earth, for the cow and the bearjh^ll feed ; their 
young ones fhall lie down together. This is a re- 
volution in the ftate of the world moft devoutly 
to be wifhed I £ven the diftant profpe£i muft fill 
every beneyolept mind, every Chriftian, with the 
pureft delight ! To 0fFeQ: this change, the Gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift is moft admirably adapted ; and 
its genoral reception will moft completely accom* 
plifli the propofed apd glprious de^gn ! 

To be fully convinced of this, we have opiy to 
take the moft curfpry view of the religion of 

Jefus, 



[ 
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Jefus, as it is revealed in the Gofpel. We ftiall 
there fee that it prohibits the indulgence of thofe 

pajjions which are the fources of war that its 

principles preclude every caufe of animofity — and 
that it cultivates thofe benevolent affeBions which 
fecure and increafe, in proportion as they ope- 
rate^ the happinefs of the human race« 

The Gofpel prohibits the indulgence of pride^ 
fmbition, and avarice, thofe demons which firft 
' difturb and convulfe the bread of an individual 
^nd then communicate their baneful influence 
around as far a3 his power extends* But can 
thefe have liberty to reign, where the benevolent 
Spirit of Chrift ha$ taken up his abode ? Mod 
certainly not. The Gofpel calls the man indeed 
to honour; but it is by means of humility. He 
that humbleth himfelf Jhall be exalted. The Gof* 
pel obliges thofe wl}o receive it tojight; but it is 
ivitb unruly pafiions. The whole of its inftruc- 
tions perfectly accord vith that fentiment of So- 
lomon, He that ruleth his fpirit, is better than 
he who taketh a city. Had mod of the conquerors 
and heroes, or, to fpeal^ with more judice, the 
robbers and murderers of the human race, been 
able to rule their own fpirits, they would not fo 
often have defolated the earth. The religion of 
Jefus every where attacks the malevolent paflions, 
and inculcates meeknefs and forgivenefs, even 
where injuries are received* 

Obferve, 
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Obferve, next, the principles on which the 
Chriftian religion is founded, and you will be 
convinced that, if they have their genuine in- 
fluence, the caufes of animoGty are done away ; 
for they are principles of juftice. In all our in- 
tercourfe with each other, as individuals, or as 
nations, the golden rule is, to direft and regulate 
our conduct by the maxims of juftice ; that is, as 
our Lord teaches us, to do unto others as we would 
that theyjhould unto us, to do even Jo unto them. If 
this principle did but prefide in the cabinets of 
princes, or in the breafts of the people at large, 
every ground of difpute would be precluded. For 
who,that places himfelf in the fituation of his neigh- 
bour, can be at a lofs to know what line of con- 

• 

duft he ought to purfue ? In religion, efpecially, 
which has been fo often the pretext for the moft 
bloody wars, every pretence for difpute is re- 
moved by the perfeQ; equality which Chrift has 
appointed in his church ; in which confcience is 
freed from all human controul, and he alone is 
judge. For to his own majler each individual 
Jlarids or Jails. When men aflume a right to 
punifli or controul their fellow creatures in mat- 
ters pqrely religious, they are fo far fron^ follow- 
ing the dilates of undefiled religion, that they go 
in direfi: oppofition to its moft facredinjunftions. 
Should an individual, or a fociety of ChriftianSj^ 
undertake to punifli another individual or fo- 
ciety, under a pretence of their differing ever fo 

widely^ 
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"Widely, the others might juftly reply; the differ- 
ence on each fide is exadly the fame, and what 
power on earth has a right to interfere, direQly or 
indireftly, in an affair in which God alone is the 
judge ? Confcience is under no dominion but that 
of Chrift; and when the powers of this world in- 
terfere, they tranfgrefs the boundaries of human 
jurifdiflion, and attack both God and man in 
their moft facred rights. All denominations of 
Chriftians alike fhould pay tribute, and alike they 
fliould be entitled to protedion. The general 
principle of the Gofpel, both in civil and facred 
things, is perfefl: univerfal juftice. This prevents 
all ground of difference ; and, when this principle 
is generally known and received, this part of the 
knowledge of the Lord will likewife bring glory to 
God, by producing peace on earth. 

But the difpojitions which Chrift .requires his 
difciples to cultivate, put the fubjeft beyond all 
doubt. By the cultivation of fraternal love, ge- 
neral fympathy, and univerfal good-will to the 
whole race of mankind, without diftinftion of re- 
ligion, nation, or colour, they adorn their profef- 
fion in the fight of the world, and become 'daily 
more meet for an inheritance with the faints in 
light. When thefe difpofitions become more ge- 
neral, and they will keep pace with the fpread of 
true Chriftianity, the knowledge of the Lord will 
produce that peace and happinefs which the text . 

predifts. 
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predifts. Then, enflaved and infulted Ethiopid 
Jliall Jlretch but her arm unto God, and Chri.ft will . 
then appear to be, in the fulleft fenfe of the words^ 
his falvation to the ends of the earth. Then, men 
will have no more ufe for inftrUmenis of mutual 
deftruftion* Then, fhall we fee the new Jferufalefty 
coining down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her hufband. Then, the ta^^ 
lernacle of God will be with men, and there will 
be, in a moral view, a new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteoujnefs^ Again, 



The general inftru£lion of the poor will colleflt 
together all the ability which God hath diftributed 
amongft mankind at large, and give it a direSion 
for the public good*. 

It has been often obferved, that genius but 
feldom appears. How can this be a fubjeft of 
furprife, when there are fo few opportunities to 
bring it forth to public view, and fo many dif- 
couragements to nip it in the bud ? Where there 
are early appearances of ability, which may be 
direfted to any of the ufeful departments of life, 
found policy teaches us to cheriQi it for the ge- 
neral welfare. Real genius requires hut little 
affiftance to difplay itfelf, and that litde is too 
often denied. Of how many thoufands who had 

^^ abilities. 
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abilities, and inclinations too, to exert thofe abi-' 
lilies, may it be faid, in the language of Gray, 

Chill penury reprefs'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the foul. 

The world has now exifted many thoufaad 
years; but how little improvement has it made in 
the fcience of man I Many receive no kind of 
education; and many others who do^^ have their 
minds filled with prejudices in their youth, from 
which with difficulty they free themfelves in 
their riper years : And thefe too often find them- 
felves on the decline- of.life, before their minds arc 
in a proper ftate to examine truth with imparti- 
ality, and to follow it wherever it may lead them. 

Even in religion, how few are taught that the 
Gofpel isthefource of pure Chriftianity! and that 
it is their bufinefs to arrange its parts, and clearly 
to diftinguifh what is Chriftianity and what is not* 
Hence that mixture of divine truth and human 
abfurdity, fo often found; and hence thofe follies 
mixed with a divine religion, which m^ke the 
foundation on^hich modern deifm is built. But 
were the happy fecret of inftrufting youth found 
out, and efpecially were that of propofing to them 
nothing in religion but pure truth, and teaching 
them to exert their faculties and to reafon juftly 
upon fiich important fubjefts, who can tell the ex- 
tent of human improvement ? Let us hope that 

•^ . ' D as 
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as inftruEiion becomes more general^ the abilit/ 
which God hath given may be more generally 
coUeded; and that men will be placed in different 
departments, only becaufe Providence appears to 
have deiigned them for fuch fituations. But once 
more. 



VI. 



The general religious inftru6lion of the poor 
has a direS tendency to produce every moral excel- 
lence. 

To produce the higheft degree of moral excel- 
lence is the direft end of the Chriftian religion; 
for it propofes to conform men to the image of 
Jefus Chrift. To anfwer this glorious end, all the 
various parts of the Chriftian religion are admira-^ 
bly adapted. For there is not a doftrine or a 
duty, a maxim or a precept, a prohibition, a pro- 
mife or a profpeft, but what alike tends, to ufe the 
Apoftle's expreffion, to make lis partakers of the 
divine nature. 

To teach this religion is the defign of Sunday- 
Schools. It is a defign worthy of Chriftians to 
engage in, and which will do everlafting honour 
to the man who firft happily conceived Jt, and 
brought it into exiftence. 
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The fpread of the knowledge of this religion 
inuft be the difFufion of happinefs; confequently, 
every thing which has the leaft tendency to acce- 
lerate its general propagation, muft meet with the 
hearty fupport of all the welUwifliers to human fe- 
licity. On this ground we may reafonably ex- 
peft, this day, your ufual fupport. For, this 
knowledge tends to prevent vice and abjeft pover- 
ty — to produce order in fociety — to mal^e public 
preaching more generally ufeful—- to pqt an end to 
the reign of thofe paffion^ which are the caufes of 
V^r— to improve fociety by calling forth all its 
ability — and to maj^e of fo many Chriftians, fo 
many imitators of God, who is excellence itfelf. 
We may then fairly conclude that, when this 
knowledge of the Lord Ihall be univerfal, all the hap- 
py confequences contained in the text^ will natu- 
rally follow, and that there will be none to hurt or 
dtjiroy through, the whole earth* Glorious pro- 
fpe£t! That it may be foon realized, every £)hrif-* 
tian will add his hearty An^^P^ 

In this inftitution, Chriftians, there is every 
thing to encourage you to go on; for it is the moft 
unexceptionable, the moft hopeful and^extenfive 
of all charities. It is the moft unexceptionable, 
becaufe the obje&s of it aii-e npt poor and igno- 
.rant through any fault of their own; nor can it be 
beftowed on thofe who at the prefent time are un- 
yfOTihy of your benevolence. This cannot be 

D Sk affirmed 
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affirmed of many other charities, however excel- 
lent they may be; for in too many inftances they 
are abufed. But every poor, ignorant child who 
is propoftd for inftruftion, muft doubtlefs he a pro- 
per fubjeft of yourkindnefs. 

It is too the mod hopeful of all inftitutions. It 
is not for us to affirm how far divine goodnefs may 
extend in reclaiming and pardoning the moft vi- 
cious. The extent of divine mercy as/ar exceeds 
our conceptions as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. But habits of vice are ftrong, and cuftom 
in fin renders it perfeftly natural. Hence, as hath 
been obferved, the language of the prophet; Can 
the Ethiopian change his Jkin^ or the leopard; his 
Jpots? Then ye who are accufiomed to do evil, may 
learn to do well. In the fubjefts of this charity?, 
habits of vice are not confirmed; and there is 
every reafon to expeft the divine bleffing on an 
inftitution, which fo perfeftly accords with th^ 
gofpei of Jcfus Chrift. 

It is alfo a moft extenfive charity. There h 
no faying how wide itmay extend, or how lafting 
inay be its duration. It cannot exceed our wiflies. 
You will unite with' me in praying, that it may 
have no limits but the univerfe, and that it may be 
as lafting as its duration ! Be ye^ therefore^ my bre^ 
thren^jiedjajiy unmoveable, always abounding in this 

and every work of the Lord, /or as much as ye 

know 



